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Place Matters!
• The Zone is comprised of 7 census 

tracts 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 103
– that are part of five ZIP codes: 
43604, 43608, 43609, 43611 and 
43620

• Estimated population 11,372 

• Median income $13,761

• 43604 & 43609 Zip codes had 75%
of total births to African American 
mothers

• These 7 census tracts had low birth 
weight and pre-term birth rates over 
20%

• These 7 census tracts accounted for 
20% of ALL infant deaths in Lucas 
County in 2017.



Why These Zip Codes?

All 5 Zip codes of the Zone are 
among the top 10 high risk areas for 
infant mortality in Toledo, OH.

Over 27% of the African American 
population in Toledo reside in these 
high risk Zip codes – which is higher 
than the City of Toledo overall. 

Some of the highest rates of positive 
lead test results are within these Zip 
codes. 



Best Babies Zone Approach

The Best Babies Zone (BBZ) is a place-
based, multi-sector, community-driven

approach to reducing racial inequities in

birth outcomes by mobilizing community

residents and organizational partners to

address the social, structural, and

economic determinants of health and

promote health equity.



Anchor Institutions Approach



Community 

Engagement

• 192 pregnant moms 
connected to HV in the zone, 
since April 2018

• 7 community conversations 
hosted

• 28 community events hosted

• 13 Community planning 
meetings

• 3 Neighborhood clean-ups



Building Community Partnerships



Resident-Driven Neighborhood 

Improvement Plans





Thank You. 
Questions? 

Selena Coley, MPH

Project Coordinator

Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio, Pathways HUB

Email: scoley@hcno.org

Phone: (419)-842-0800

mailto:scoley@hcno.org

